
10 Years
As we look back on what God has accomplished through Veritas 
Christian Academy, we must look beyond that first September 
in 2006 and look to those who were faithful to a calling, making 
their vision for a Christian high school in Sussex County a reality.

God first planted this vision in the heart of just one person - 
RoseAnn Salanitri. Soon after, God shared His vision with Laura 
Nelson and Walter Schwabe. The three gathered in prayer 
in 1999 before bringing God’s vision to a public meeting at 
Lafayette Federated Church in 2000. From there, the vision 
grew. Several public meetings were held to discuss the school’s 
feasibility. During this time, Eric Mindrebo, Ed.D and Bill 
Spanger, both of whom were serving as superintendents at 
two different Christian schools at the time, made presentations 
in support of Christian education. Naturally, only God knew 
Dr. Mindrebo would serve later at Veritas. Following these 
first meetings in the Spring of 2001, a steering committee was 
formed. The committee chose the name – Veritas Christian 
Academy – and began writing the school’s foundational 
statements, created and distributed a feasibility study, and 
began the legal process in establishing a school.

In January 2002, with the positive results of the feasibility study 
in hand, the steering committee members were elected to the 
Board of Trustees of the newly formed corporation and Veritas 
Christian Academy was created. In the months that followed, 
with the assistance of Gil Kitchen, Superintendent of Eastern 
Christian High School serving as advisor, the board moved 
forward with planning and promoting the vision.

The community’s support was evident from the start. Without 
a location, teachers, or students, but armed with God’s vision, 
the Board kicked off fundraising efforts with the first banquet 
fittingly titled – “For Such a Time as This”. The challenge of the 
evening – to raise $100,000 with a matching fund gift – was 
exceeded. That first banquet in October 2002 raised $160,000 
for start-up and operational costs. The Board of Trustees was 
prepared to make this dream a reality. But how?

Since providing support to Veritas at those first public meetings, 
Dr. Mindrebo had been praying for Veritas. Without knowing 
God’s plan, he resigned his position as superintendent at 
Timothy Christian. During this time, he continued to assist 
the Veritas Board and now both prayed regarding his future 
involvement. Blessed to have a man of Dr. Mindrebo’s character 
and experience available, an offer was extended and he joined 
Veritas as Administrator in January 2003. With this next step 
completed it was time to secure a location. A search that would 
take the next few years with God’s leading.

In October 2003, the theme of the second annual fundraising 
banquet was “A Higher Goal”, and that became the Veritas 
tagline. God blessed Veritas with an additional $50,000 in 
donations through this event. Further planning and relationship 
building continued into 2004. Still, no suitable location was 
found and the board decided not to open the school and to 
forego an annual banquet. Pressing on, they continued to 
promote the Veritas message and vision throughout Sussex 
County.

Finally, in 2005 Veritas entered into discussions with 
Sparta Evangelical Free Church to lease space within their 
new building, which was under construction at the time. 
Construction progressed slower than expected and it became 
evident that a September 2005 opening would have to be 
delayed until the next school year. The Board set forth to 
establish the capital necessary for a September 2006 opening, 
so it held its third annual banquet, “Together, Building a 
Legacy”. God provided through His people an additional 
$100,000.

On Tuesday, September 5, 2006, God’s vision finally became 
a reality as Veritas Christian Academy opened its door to 
welcome the first class of 17 freshmen and five sophomores. 
Look at what God has accomplished through a single, faithful 
follower who had the courage and conviction to share God’s 
vision for Veritas.

How it all began: 
Celebrating how  God 

made His vision a reality. 
By Kenneth Fowler with Lynn McGinnis
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Advice from Alumni to In-coming  Freshmen

Grace Fragomeni 
Veritas Class of 2010
Moody Bible Institute 
2014
Education is a gift; you 
were created to be a 
learner. Take seriously 
your role as student and 
work hard as unto the 
Lord. 

Chelsea Westra 
Veritas Class of 2011
Wheaton College 2015
Veritas taught me the importance of Christian education. 
When attending a Christian school, you are surrounded 
by Christian friends and teachers. I continued my Christian 
education through college and I am very thankful I did. 
Being surrounded by a community of believers gives you 
the knowledge and support to step into the world as an 
effective disciple for Christ.

Megan Gieske 
Veritas Class of 2013
Taylor University,
Asbury University 2017
You are overwhelmingly blessed to 
attend a high school that will prepare 
you to be in this world, and I am 
excited for you to explore what’s 
beyond the doors Veritas Christian 
Academy will open for you. One 
year after graduating from Veritas, 

I worked as an English tutor at an orphanage in India. Three years 
after graduation, I traveled with a multi-country study abroad 
program to twelve different countries. Romans 12:2 says “Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Hope Miladinovich 
Veritas Class of 2013 
Montclair State University 2018
Pray that God will give you the humility to 
seek His will, and the wisdom to discern 
how to live for Him most effectively. 
Learn from everyone you encounter 
- whether teachers or students - and 
become one who, “By reason of use 
have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil.” And study hard 
- the amount of work it takes to get a 
scholarship is far less than paying off 
student loans.

Kimberly Amels 
Veritas Class of 2014 
Geneva College 2017
Seize every opportunity that 
is placed at your feet. God 
uses even the little things to 
shape us into the people He 
wants us to be. 

Casey Carbone 
Veritas Class of 2010 
Calvin College 2014
Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Masters of 
Divinity Candidate 2017

At its best Christian 
education is about 
formation and 
understating of what 
it means to follow this 
inward and outward 
calling. At its best, 

Christian education helps individuals know what it means 
to be children created in the image of a God who knows 
what it is like to be us. At its best, Christian education 
tells the story of God and allows us to see God's story in 
relation to our own. It is by these things that YOU, the next 
generation of Christians, are able to see yourselves as 
being part of a grander narrative for the world, a grander 
narrative that is pursued with grace and love.
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Some of our 
fondest memories 

from Veritas

Miles Kuperus III 
Veritas Class of 2010 
Calvin College 2014
The trips that we took to 
various places like 
Gettysburg, and Myrtle 
Beach for our Senior Trip. 
Also, I gained a clear 
worldview and great 
friends. 

Alisha (Brinkerhoff) Hessing
Veritas Class of 2012 
Dordt College 2016
The teachers really care and are 
intentional. I have so many memories 
laughing and talking with teachers 
in the classroom and in the hall. The 
community was so strong.

AnnaMarie Kuperus 
Veritas Class of 2012 
Calvin College 2016
I loved the people and the sports 
teams, especially the way our 
team bonded with other schools’ 
teams. We had a special way of 
playing hard, but maintaining 
good relationships with people 
on and off the field.

Jannell McDonald 
Veritas Class of 2013 
Calvin College 2017
Friendships to last a lifetime. 

Matthew Flemm 
Veritas Class of 2015
Cedarville University
Playing baseball with the “Core4”. 
Gettysburg trip with Mr.Hallett.

2016VoiceOfVeritas_summerAnniversary.indd   3 8/7/16   10:23 PM



The 5 P’s of Vision

The first half of Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) states, 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
Most organizations now realize the value of 
a mission statement or strategic plan to help 
ensure the long-term health of a group of 
people committed to a focused task; Veritas 
is no different.

Though we have enjoyed celebrating God’s 
gifts as we completed our 10th year as a 

vibrant Christian high school, it is perhaps even more important to 
be actively preparing for the next decade and beyond. That said, 
below are a few highlights from the Veritas Strategic Plan — a form of 
communication that simply helps all of us be of one mind and spirit as 
we thankfully and prayerfully cooperate with God going forward:

Professionalism: Veritas has always been committed to the pursuit 
of excellence in all academic, athletic and artistic programming. With 
this in mind, the school is welcoming outside accountability through 
the process of accreditation. If all goes well, Veritas should be dually 
accredited by spring 2018. See Donna Bentson’s interview about this 
important topic (p.3).

Pedagogy: Veritas is currently offering 39 dual enrollment credits on 
the campus and hopes to increase that number over the coming years. 
Within five years, there is hope to have a dedicated Resource Room for 
students with IEPs (Individual Education Plans) and an inclusion program 
for students who cannot complete a college prep curriculum. In related 
direction, Veritas continues to offer more advanced and specialized 
courses and supports its teachers’ efforts toward Master’s degrees.

People: We are aiming for an enrollment of 100 students who “think 
well” as Dr. Mindrebo challenged everyone who celebrated the 
graduating class of 2016 on June 11. If our student body grows, we 
will be able to add track as a varsity sport, as well as four junior varsity 
sports: men’s and women’s soccer and basketball. 

Property: Though Veritas already enjoys a wonderful gym, spacious 
classrooms and more outside space and field opportunities than 
many comparable schools, our facilities remain an area of continued 
investment and development. Much prayer and planning is going into 
seeking God’s will on these decisions.

Purpose: The Biblical worldview of building God’s kingdom remains the 
bedrock of every effort at Veritas, from cultivating sound and rigorous 
minds to providing healthy opportunities in sports and fostering 
contributions to the arts. Capstone devotions on the senior trip, for 
example, attest that we are achieving these goals. Perhaps the greatest 
achievement of all is the rich spiritual community a school like Veritas is 
able to offer to its students and their families.

The second part of Proverbs 28:19 says, “but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he.” As we continue to follow God’s vision as revealed in His 
word, we can be confident that glory is brought to His name and that 
He will guide us into the future. 
 
In Christ,

Sean Bevier
Administrator

Retired math teacher, Barrie Beaver passed away 
on Monday, July 11, after a courageous battle with 
cancer. Mr. Beaver came out of retirement from 
teaching math and computer science at Vernon 
Township High School to join the staff of Veritas 
for our first class in 2006.  

His infectious laugh and 
generous smile 

will be greatly missed.  
Please keep Mr. Beaver’s family in your prayers. 
He is survived by his wife, Barbara (Lais) Beaver; 
two children, Susan Brockner and husband, 
Thomas, of Tafton, PA, and Dr. John Beaver 
and wife, Corina Hadjiodysseos, and two 
grandchildren, Florence and Ares, of 
Boston, MA; and one brother, 
Irvin Beaver, of Middletown, NJ.

In Memory of
Barrie Beaver
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